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To develop well adjusted individuals who strive to achieve their full 
potential in a dynamic, caring and supportive envir onment.  
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From the desk of the Principal….  
����
Tallarook Primary School has been a hive of activity over the past week.  Not only have the staff and 
students been doing some sensational work, the builders continue “awing” us with their hard work and 
dedication, School Council and the Education subcommittee members continued the hard work by 
meeting last week.  Several significant decisions were made, such as: 
 

· Approval was granted for the 2012 Canberra Camp.  Information about the dates, itinerary 
and costs will be sent home with the 2012 Grade 4, 5 and 6 students by Friday this week. 

 

School Councillors also spent considerable time providing feedback for the school self evaluation.  We’d like to thank those 
of you who sent the feedback sheets back today and encourage you, if you haven’t yet, to send your feedback sheets back 
as soon as possible so your comments can help us make improvements in the future. 
 

Junior School Council have had their first meeting this term with these young people also making some significant 
decisions.  Keep a look out for the Junior School Council President’s blurb from next week. 
 

A little housekeeping issue I need to bring to the attention of the parents.  Last week when Mrs Gaffney (visiting Art) 
teacher arrived we had less than half our students able to participate in the planned curriculum activity as they did NOT 
have art smocks at school.  Please could I remind families that art smocks are an absolute must during all art sessions.  
On occasion students will be required to work with materials that might stain or mark their school uniform and staff cannot 
be held accountable if students don’t have appropriate equipment.  Please could you check with your child that they do 
have an art smock at school and that it does actually still fit before Mrs Gaffney arrives again on Monday. 
 

Enrolments are now open for 2012!  Enrolment forms can be collected from the office.  Do you know anyone who is 
thinking about sending their child to Tallarook Primary School in 2012?  If so, encourage them to attend one of our Family 
Open Day Sessions which are being held on Sunday, 7th August, 10.00am - 11.30am and Thursday, 11th August,     
6.30pm - 8.00pm.   
 

A reminder to our entire community that staff are looking out for students to nominate for the Alec McKay award.  Do you 
have someone in mind.  Please refer to pages 8–9 for background information.  I encourage you to nominate students who 
you think fit the criteria.   
 

Active After School Communities Program will begin next week.  A heads up on the days are:  Prep - Grade 3 on 
Thursdays and Grade 4 - 6 on Wednesdays.  My thanks to Craig Goode and Matthew Hines for helping me keep this 
program alive at Tallarook PS.  Notes home tomorrow for AASP.   
 

Have a good week….  
��
��
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Thanks Jon, for teaching us about the space web-

site.  He showed us about day and night and we 

got to see some of the planets.  Page Hocking. 

Jonathan helped me with my 
work in the classroom.  Thanks 

Jon!  Dylan Pollard 

Jon taught me how to use the space 

website.  I saw what the day looked like 

when I was born.  Isabella Warrior. 

Jonathan showed what 
Jupiter looked like and 
what Jupiter’s moons 
are made out of.  It 

was cool!   
Anton Isherwood. 

Last week I learnt about the 
website and about space. Aidan Maude. 

Jonathan taught me that there is blue 
and green stars sometimes.  He showed 
me that there could be poison water on 

some planets and that there is dwarf 
planets. 

Janelle Paz 

Jonathan taught 
me that there is 
lots of moons 
around Jupiter. 
Pauline Dudley 
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Jonathan showed me 
how to play the big 
solar system game.  

He answered my ques-
tions about space.  He 

was really nice. 
Kayne Hocking 

Jon taught me how to use the 
interactive whiteboard.  I learnt 
about space.  Owen Lusted. 

Jonathan taught me how to use the space 

program.  He showed me where the planets 

were on that day in the sky. Tayla Pollard 

Jon taught me how to use the space website.  He 

was good and taught me lots.  Jaiden Donovan 

In the morning there 
is a planet in the sky 
that is always very 

hard to see.  Jon told 
me about that.  Alex 

Sherwood. 

Jonathan showed me the 
planets that I didn’t 

know.  He helped me 
and answered lots of 

questions.   
Lillian Johnson Stokes 

Last week Jon 
helped me confer-
ence my story and 
fix the mistakes.  

Thanks Jon!   
Angus Goode. 

I liked that Jon showed us the website and he 

showed us around the universe.  He showed me what 

the sky would look like on my birthday.  He showed 

us other parts of the world.  Mitchell Lusted. 



Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have completed the 2011 Premier’s 
Reading Challenge:  

Jaycob Paz, Robert Southwell-Knight, Sam Boulter, Summer Dawson, Aaron Tuohill, Angus Goode, 
 Brodie Stray, Declan Teohaere, Ellie Cliff, James Chalmers, Morgan Donovan, Natashaa Stanton, 
 Samara Younger, Will McGhie, Alex Sherwood, Dylan Pollard, Erin Mumford, Isabella Warrior,  

Kayne Hocking, Sian Kennedy,  Aidan Maude, Janelle Paz, Jessica Dawson, Lachlan Taylor, Lillian Johnson-
Stokes, Mitchell Lusted, Xavier Warrior,  Anton Isherwood,  Jaiden Donovan, Pauline Dudley, Owen Lusted, 
Page Hocking, Tayla Pollard, Taylah Boulton, Alexandra Whitford, Cassandra Sherwood, Brandon Boulton,  

Harry Jenkins, Lann Robshaw. 
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Well done to the following students for achieving t he following reading nights.  
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Mathletics is about to receive an exciting update!  
 
This update will improve the Mathletics experience for 
your child and their teacher at school and at home, 
incorporating a range of engaging and educationally 
beneficial enhancements. In particular, the Student Centre 
will receive a complete overhaul, giving students a fresh, 
new and even more enjoyable experience to ensure they 
stay excited about learning with Mathletics. 
 
To ensure the seamless transition, here are some helpful 
tips to give the best possible head start for  your child using 
Mathletics at home.  The update to Mathletics takes 
advantage of Flash 10. This is a quick software update that 
is simply installed on your home computer by visiting 
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/ and clicking Download 
Now (note you may want to deselect the Free Google 
Toolbar option first). 
If you are a Mac user, Mathletics is best experienced 
through the Firefox web browser. The software and 
installation instructions are available at http://
www.mozilla.com/en-US/products/download.html? p r o d 
u c t = f i r e f o x - 4 . 0 . 1 & o s = w i n & l a n g = e n - G 
B  

Tallarook Primary School has 
signed up for the Our School 
Raffle – a project that brings 
together Scouting and schools to 
run a large-scale State-wide raffle 
with big prizes. 
 

In recent years this phenomenally 
successful Monster Scout raffle 
has raised millions of dollars for 
local Scout Groups.  Now Scouting is sharing its raffle 
concept with the schools its members come from. 
 

Tallarook Primary School receives $1.50 of every $2 
ticket that is sold. The other 50 cents go to the Scouts to 
cover prizes, administration, and any profit. 
 

Using its years of experience running the Scout raffle, 
Victorian Scouting does all the work of organising permits, 
printing, prizes, and so on AND takes all the risk! 
 

The Our School raffle has 43 prizes, starting with a Camry 
hybrid. 
 

A book of 10 tickets for you to sell was sent home with the 
eldest child in each family last Friday. All sold and unsold 
tickets must be returned to school no later than Monday, 
15th August 2011.  More ticket books are available from the 
office if you are able to sell more than one book.   
 

Thanks for your support. 
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Coles has launched their 2011 Sports for Schools program and we are excited 
to announce that Tallarook Primary School will be participating and collecting 
vouchers for much needed sports equipment.  
 
Vouchers are available in all Coles stores from now until 19th October and we 
ask that you get involved to help collect vouchers for our school. 
 
We are appealing to parents and guardians to collect as many vouchers as you 
can. By donating and encouraging friends and family to do the same, you are helping to provide a 
healthy and active education for our children.  
 
A collection box will be located in the office so please feel free to drop the vouchers in the box or give 
them to your children to hand into class.  
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The Alec McKay Memorial Award 

 
 

WHO WAS ALEC MCKAY AND WHY AN AWARD IN HIS NAME? 
 
Alexander (Alec) McKay was the son of William and Margaret McKay. Alec was born in Tallarook and 
was educated at the Tallarook State School as a boy. In later life he grew up to be a tall fellow and 
stood over six feet in height. As an adult Alec worked on the railways, still in Tallarook.  
 
Alec joined the Australian Imperial Force after the casualty lists from the Gallipoli campaign had 
reached Australia. Men who enlisted at this time were known as “Fair Dinkums”, meaning that if you 
knew just how bad the war was, but still joined up anyway, you must be fair dinkum- not simply an    
adventurer. 
 
Alec joined the Australian Imperial Force and was allocated to a battalion with an incredible fighting 
record, the 14th Battalion.  Alec was popular in his battalion and was known to his mates as “Big 
Alec”. 
Alec was fighting at Pozieres during the Battle of the Somme in France when, on the 10th of August 
1916, he was killed; buried alive by a German shell that landed close to the dugout in which he was 
sheltering. His mates tried to dig him out but couldn’t save him. His body couldn’t be found and Alec 
was listed as “Killed in Action- No Known Grave”.  
 
Years later, a French farmer found Alec’s body and he was identified by his identity disc. Alec was   
reburied in a beautiful Commonwealth War Cemetery not far from where he was killed. He’s still there 
today at Serre Road No.2 Cemetery (Row XVIII.D.4) near the quiet village of Serre, at rest among 
many thousands of other young men killed in the Battle of the Somme. 
 
Alec’s parents moved away from Tallarook shortly after the war and eventually, over the years those 
that knew Alec, died or drifted away from the town. Eventually the links which once strongly joined 
Alec McKay to Tallarook were, one-by-one, broken and he was forgotten.  
 
It’s sad to think that a boy who was born and bred in Tallarook, went to school, and worked here is 
now virtually forgotten in his home community. It was on a pilgrimage to the Somme in 2008 that the 
Whitford family visited Alec McKay’s grave, probably the first people from Tallarook to do so.  
Standing at Alec’s lonely grave sparked an idea that the servicemen and women who have done 
honour to     Tallarook should not be allowed to disappear just because some time has drifted by. 
Alec was just an ordinary man, but he was an ordinary bloke from our Tallarook and shouldn’t ever be 
forgotten. So it was that the idea for the Alec McKay Memorial Award was born on a French 
battlefield in 2008.   
 
 



The Alec McKay Memorial Award continued…. 
 

 

WHAT DOES THE AWARD CONSIST OF AND WHO CAN RECEIVE IT? 
 
The Alec McKay Memorial Award will be presented to a single Tallarook School student regardless of 
age or gender, each year, close to the anniversary of Remembrance Day in November. The winner of 
the award each year will receive a high quality military history book at a presentation ceremony at the 
school. The winner will also be entitled to wear a special lapel badge as a reminder to all that they 
have won this prestigious award. 
 
The winner of the award will be drawn from nominations from Parents, Teachers or any member of 
the Tallarook Community. As nominations are received, they will be published in the school 
newsletter for all to see. To be nominated for the Alec McKay Memorial Award the nominated student 
must have displayed in a single or multiple occasions, key attributes which are widely held as special 
and unique to Australian servicemen. 
  
These attributes can/should include concepts such as: 

Mateship, 
Courage and determination in the face of overwhelmi ng odds, 
Sacrifice in a good cause, 
Improvisation under stress, 
Volunteerism,  
The ordinary citizen showing leadership, 
Egalitarianism, 
Protection of the weak, injured, or vulnerable, reg ardless of personal cost or risk, 
Endurance in a selfless cause. 
 
And perhaps most importantly;  
 
The embracing of the concept that servicemen should  be remembered, not simply through 

the rituals of remembrance but actually remembered through personal contact,             
research, and “spreading the word” among the wider community. 

 
We hope that this fine award is embraced by all the Tallarook community. Please get behind it. If you 
wish to nominate a student for the Alec McKay Memorial Award, please contact the school for a   
nomination form. Remember that Remembrance Day is fast approaching so timing is critical. 
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EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 
EMA applications for the second instalment are due by Friday, 5th August. If you have already completed an application at the 
beginning of 2011, you need not submit another. However, if your circumstances have changed and you are now an eligible 
beneficiary of Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit, you may be able to claim EMA. Please contact the me or further 
information can be obtained from: www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/default.htm 
 
Education Maintenance Payment amounts for 2011 
The EMA is paid in two instalments, instalment one is paid from March onwards and instalment two is paid from August 
onwards . In each case the parent or guardian and the school are paid a portion of the entitlement according to the payment 
table below. 
 
For 2011, the combined applicant and school portion for primary students will be $230. 

 

UPDATING STUDENT DETAILS 
It is imperative that our student information is kept up to date. Please ensure you notify the office if there are any changes to 
contact details or living arrangements in relation to your child e.g. Address, Telephone, Emergency contacts or Medical 
conditions. 
 

Thank you 
Nicole Rotherham 
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Free Community Education Seminar  
Wednesday 31st of August, 1-3pm  
Eltham Library, Multi-purpose room  
Panther Place (off Main Road) Eltham, 
3095  
This session has been designed to suit 
parents of pre or primary school age 
children.  
· Topics to be covered include:  
· Understanding anxiety  
· Identifying the signs and symptoms 

in children  
· How anxiety is influenced by 

personality, environment & 
developmental stages  

· Helpful ways to support your child  
· Tips on building resilience  
 
· Where to go for more information/

help  
·  
This is a free event although bookings 
are required.  
Anxiety Recovery Centre Victoria –  
9886 9233 or 1300 ANXIETY or  
1300 269 438  
email – admin@arcvic.com.au or register 
via the website @ www.arcvic.com.au  



 
 
Under 12 Netball 
This week we played Broadford at home, unfortunately we lost but that didn’t matter to us we kept playing our best. 
Lilly was in defence today and worked really hard. Dani played in defence as well and supported Lilly with her excellent 
skills. Taylor was in shooting today and got a great goal. Clarkie started really well and ended up injured with a rolled ankle, 
great grab with the ball today, rest the ankle and get better soon. Amelia played in the ring today in GA and did a great job 
moving her opponent about. Teagan played amazing today you’re improving heaps each and every week well done. 
Ashleigh excellent job in C you continue to fight for the ball every chance you get, keep up the great efforts. Shannon was 
great at intercepting today and showed how to fight hard for the ball, keep up the great work. Sarah played fantastic today 
calling for players to move around on the court great job. Stephanie played WD today and tried to stick with her opponent 
she chased the ball down and made space for the ball well done. Lilly was the player of the day congratulations on your 
achievement. 
  
Under 12 Football 
Great weather brought great football today as Puckarook and Broadford put on a thriller.  Puckarook came out full of run in 
the first quarter with Matthew playing a great captain’s game putting the first goal on the board.  Karl quickly followed up 
with the team’s second and the Bulldogs were away.  The second quarter became an arm wrestle with hard physical 
football resulting in both teams going goalless.  The crowd rose to their feet in the third with little Buddy Tyson snapping a 
great goal followed by Jonas with a goal on the run.  The last quarter was a thriller with Broadford kicking 3 quick goals, but 
the Bulldogs held their nerve, hanging on to win by 7 in what was a great display of junior football by both teams.  LP had a 
great battle in the ruck and Jackson did a super job in his tagging role. Hayden, Will, Jasper and Ollie again controlled the 
back line with support from Daniel, James and Hunter.  LG, Jacob and Trinity provided the run off the wings, with the 
physical work by Will B and Brandon allowing Tommy, Riley, Brendan and Kasey to crumb and drive the ball deep into the 
forwards.   Well done boys on a well deserved victory. 
Final Score: Puckarook 4.2.26 def Broadford 3.1.19  Goals: J Battiston, K Flaskett, M Ranger, L Tyson 1. 
 
Under 14 Netball 
Finally we won our first game of the season!!!! 
After training hard all season we were rewarded with a win. 
Emma had a blinder of a game, getting almost every goal she shot in, putting us four goals ahead in the first quarter. 
Abbey, Jess, Shae and I played fantastic in defence trying our hardest to stop the ball getting down to Broadford’s end. 
Georgia and Sophie did a great job in attack, constantly being in the right spot to help when it was needed. Lizzie played 
awesome in centre and fought hard to keep the ball down our end. In the final quarter Leah and Courtney played a terrific 
game keeping us ahead of Broadford and keeping calm when the pressure was at its highest. 
The final score was Puckarook 26 def Broadford 23. Congratulations girls! You all played amazingly.  
  
Under 14 Football 
Today’s match was a hard fought contest between two determined teams.  Puckarook demonstrated great team skills and 
implemented the coach’s instructions with focus and efficiency.  Quick ball movement and shepherding skills resulted in the 
team turning over the ball and getting a score on the board. Ayden McDonald, Reece Barns and Luke Marshall attacked 
Broadford’s centre players and moved the ball out to the Bulldog midfield players.  Luke scored a behind early in the first 
quarter and Reece added a goal to his tally for the season.  Lauchlan Woodhall, Josh Lusted, Rhys Maude and Jonathan 
Hines worked hard to play in front of their opposition and were involved in many desperate tackles. Nathaniel Storey, 
Lachlan Hardman, Patrick Sherwood and Camryn Lemkey-Parr held a solid backline again today and frustrated Broadford 
on many occasions.  Liam Collett and Melissa Boehm kept on their man and made it difficult for the opposition to collect the 
ball and play on.  Congratulations to Josh Lusted on being awarded our ‘Player of the Day‘and to Ollie Wiles who was 
successful in kicking a goal in the third quarter. 
Congratulations to Broadford on their well deserved win today.   
Final Score: Puckarook 2.1.13 def by Yea 14.12.96  Goals: R Barnes, O Wiles 1 
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