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To develop well adjusted individuals who strive to achieve their full 
potential in a dynamic, caring and supportive envir onment.  
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REMINDERS:  
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Let’s “GO for GOLD” this Friday to show our support for the Wallabies!  

                       The Wallabies play against the All Blacks on Sunday in the Rugby World Cup semi finals at Eden Park in Auckland.   
Well done to the Wallabies for their brilliance so far and good luck from TPS! 



From the desk of the Principal…. 
 
 
 

 

Welcome back to Term 4 - I hope everyone had an enjoyable break.  It is hard to believe it is the 
final term for 2011.  Where has the year gone?  An extremely important announcement to make at 
the outset of this Term is that our Business Manager, Nicole, will be working only four days a 
week.  Starting this week, Nicole will only be working Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.   
 

Term 4 is always a huge term with heaps on the go.  Our Grade 4 students have now completed their move over 
into the Grade 5/6 classroom.  From Thursday this week we will begin whole school multi-age groupings during 
Literacy and Numeracy.  Staff are excited about teaching students more precisely at their direct point of need.  
Please feel free to call in and see these groupings in action.  If you have any questions regarding your child’s 
learning please make an appointment to chat to the classroom teacher or me. 
 

This term the Kinder children will continue their 'Transition to School' program.  This is a very comprehensive 
transition to school which will see them very well prepared for when they start Prep at the beginning of next year.  
A Parent Helpers’ course will also be run this term to help prepare new parents to our school (as well as existing 
parents who might not yet have done so) prepare themselves to assist students and teachers in the most 
effective ways possible in the classroom. 
 

Term 4 is also the final term at Primary School for our Year 6 students.  This will be a very important end to their 
primary schooling.  This can be an exciting time for our Year 6 students, while for some it can be an anxious time 
for them.  I encourage parents to talk to their child if they are anxious about their start of Secondary School, 
keeping  the conversations positive, yet discussing what will be different as well as anything they are particularly 
concerned about.  Our Year 6 students will participate in a range of 'Transition activities' to support them in their 
move to Secondary school.  The Grade 6 Graduation outing has been organised for the 14th December - details 
to follow closer to the date. 
 

On Monday 31st October Mrs Rees will be returning to resume in her fulltime teaching role.  This means I’ll return 
to the Principal role and will then be able to work closely with School Council and the Education Sub-Committee 
as well as the staff to draw up the Strategic Plan for the next four years at TPS.  If you’re interested in being part 
of the committee that will meet regularly to work on this Plan, please let me know so I can provide you with the 
dates.     
 

As the Term progresses, teachers will be assessing and writing Reports.  All teachers and students will also be 
preparing for the end of year Concert.  Staff  have already begun organisation for this wonderful celebration at 
the end of the year. 
 

I look forward to catching up with many of you throughout the Term and encourage you to participate in as many 
activities at the school as you can. 
 

��
�	��	����	�� ��
����� Good luck to Chayse Thomson and James Warrior who h ave qualified to attend the Zone Athletics 
Carnival this Friday 14 th October, 2011 Epping Meadow Glen International Ath letics Track.  

�

��������������	���
�

������������	

��
������
�
��������
�
������ �


	��
��������

�

�
�

"��
���������	����#���$���%�	&����'��(�����'��� ��� $���%�	&�
)�����

�*��������+���$���%�	&�����	'�����	���	���# ,���$���%�	�



�������	
������  to Harry Jenkins, Anton 
Isherwood and  Robert Southwell-Knight on being 
selected as finalists in the “Message on a Bottle” 
competition.  
 
Robert, Anton and Harry will each receive a 
personal invite to the awards night.  We wish them 
luck. 



PARENT HELPERS/VOLUNTEERS COURSE  

 
If you are able to spare any amount of time to help in the classroom, your assistance would be greatly 
appreciated.  Help is required in all rooms – from Grade Prep to Grade Six.  All teachers at Tallarook 
PS have an open door policy and would sincerely appreciate any additional assistance in the 
classroom.   
 
Parents are to attend a Parent Helper/Volunteer Course before beginning active classroom help.  This 
course would also provide you (parents) with lots of ideas in how you can assist your child with 
literacy and numeracy at home.  It is also essential that parent helpers/volunteers have a complete 
understanding of the Privacy requirements that must be maintained at all times. 
 
We realise that parents have many other tasks to complete, and that circumstances change 
throughout the year.  If plans change we are very flexible.  If you are unable to assist in the classroom 
and you would be available to complete tasks outside of school hours, please let us know as there are 
many of these jobs available too! 
 
The Parent Helpers Course this term will be run on the following days:  

· Wednesday, 9th November - 12.30pm - 2.00pm    
· Thursday, 24th November - 12.30pm - 2.00pm   
· Tuesday, 6th December - 12.00pm - 1.30pm  

 

The Alec McKay Memorial Award 
 

 

WHAT DOES THE AWARD CONSIST OF AND WHO CAN RECEIVE IT? 
 

The Alec McKay Memorial Award will be presented to a single Tallarook School student regardless of age or 
gender, each year, close to the anniversary of Remembrance Day in November. The winner of the award each 
year will receive a high quality military history book at a presentation ceremony at the school. The winner will 
also be entitled to wear a special lapel badge as a reminder to all that they have won this prestigious award. 
 

The winner of the award will be drawn from nominations from Parents, Teachers or any member of the 
Tallarook Community. As nominations are received, they will be published in the school newsletter for all to 
see. To be nominated for the Alec McKay Memorial Award the nominated student must have displayed in a 
single or multiple occasions, key attributes which are widely held as special and unique to Australian 
servicemen. 
  
These attributes can/should include concepts such as: 

· Mateship, 
· Courage and determination in the face of overwhelmi ng odds, 
· Sacrifice in a good cause, 
· Improvisation under stress, 
· Volunteerism,  
· The ordinary citizen showing leadership, 
· Egalitarianism, 
· Protection of the weak, injured, or vulnerable, reg ardless of 

personal cost or risk, 
· Endurance in a selfless cause. 

 

And perhaps most importantly;  
 

The embracing of the concept that servicemen should  be remembered, not simply through the 
rituals of remembrance but actually remembered thro ugh personal contact, research, and 

“spreading the word” among the wider community. 
 

We hope that this fine award is embraced by all the Tallarook community. Please get behind it. If you wish to 
nominate a student for the Alec McKay Memorial Award, please contact the school for a nomination form. 
Remember that Remembrance Day is fast approaching so timing is critical. 
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Seymour Telegraph 5th October 2011 
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My thanks to Tim Whitford for organising this wonderful opportunity for the Tallarook community to 
honour the service and sacrifice of the servicemen from the 2nd 22nd Battalion by assisting with 
restoring the memorial site.  As Remembrance Day approaches our staff and students will, once again, 
investigate different aspects of service and sacrifice by the ANZACs. 



17th - 21st October 

Victoria Walks to School (previously 
Walktober Walk to School) is on again! 
 
Victoria Walks to School national day is 
on Wednesday, 19th October.  This is an 
initiative to promote more walking in our 
school community.  
 
Walking to school is an active and fun way 
to keep children healthy, connect with 
friends and neighbours, reduce traffic 
congestion, save money and help the 
environment.   
 

Details of Tallarook Primary School’s Walk to School Day will be posted on the school website and specific 
details for next week to be advertised in next week’s newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Monday 17th Tallarook Primary School will celebrate by holding a variety of whole school Volleyball/

Newcombe activities. Join us at 2.45pm if you’d like to participate. 
 

National physical activity guidelines for children and youth: 

Children and youth need at least 60 minutes (and up to several hours) of moderate to vigorous physical 

activity every day. 

Children should not spend more than two hours a day using electronic media for entertainment (e.g. 

computer games, tv, internet) particularly during daylight hours.  

 

Check out the Department of Health and Ageing physical activity guideline brochure: 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/9D7D393564FA0C42CA256F970014A5D4/$File/kids_phys.pdf 
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