
REBUILDING IDEAS.
Tallarook Mechanics Institute Rebuild

One of the key rebuilding steps is the need to prepare some basic concept sketches 
before we can progress to the next stage of having architect plans developed. 

These architectural plans will be used as the basis to form more detailed documentation 
when we seek quotes for rebuilding. 

This sketch/concept plan will also assist us in discussions with the insurers about 
whether we want them to manage the rebuild or whether a cash payout is preferred, 
with Council then managing the rebuilding process.

Your input now will help create concept sketches which we can seek further community 
input on before finalising plans and deciding on whether to get the insurers to rebuild. 

VALUING THE HALL’S HERITAGE

Regardless of what form the new hall takes, there are some important heritage aspects of the old hall 
that the community has expressed an interest in using in the new design somehow.

1.  How important is it to visually represent the old hall? (Choose one option)

 Not at all important

 Somewhat important

 Important

 Very important

 Extremely important

2.  If you had to choose between the following options, what would be your preference for the hall design? 
(Choose one option)

 I’d prefer to see the hall rebuilt as it was, with some minor changes

 I’d prefer to see some design elements from the old hall reflected in the new hall design 

 I’d prefer to see a modern hall with some of the historic story or items on display inside 

 I’d prefer to see a modern hall
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3.  The rebuilding working group has made the following suggestions to incorporate some of the history of 
the old hall into the design of the new hall. Please let us know how important these are to you.

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Keep the remaining chimney stacks as is

Keep the remaining stairs where they are

Incorporate the bricks from the fireplace

Incorporate the wrought iron fire screen

Incorporate some elements of the  
pressed tin and timber

Incorporate the shape of the façade  
of the original building

Display the historic aspects of the hall somehow

Include a photo mural of the original hall  
on an internal wall

4. Are there any other ideas you have to pay tribute to the history of the hall?

LOCATION ON SITE

The old hall was subject to occasional flooding in heavy rain. To rebuild the hall in exactly the same 
spot on the site, it is likely that, even with some drainage improvements, the floor will need to be 
raised to meet current planning and building requirements. It may be possible to relocate the new hall 
slightly within the existing site. Moving the hall slightly will most likely improve disability access and 
may also provide more flexibility to change the floor plan or add extensions at a future date.

5.  What is your preferred location? (Choose one option)

 Keep it where it was, but build the floor higher if needed

  Move it slightly to avoid the flooding problem, to improve accessibility and to provide more 
flexibility for future additions

 Move it somewhere else on the site 

6. Is there anything else you would like to say about the location?
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THE WISH LIST 

The rebuilding working group has had a number of suggestions for the new hall. We’d like to know 
what’s important to you.

7. How important are the following outdoor items to you?

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Fixing the drainage at the side of the hall

Outdoor area with a servery from the kitchen

Community garden

Outdoor pizza oven

Adjustable shade system for the  
north side of the building

Pergola from the side of the building  
for outdoor seating

European plaza style outdoor area

Covered outdoor area

Landscaping

Market space

Shade for outdoor areas
   
8. How important are the following indoor items to you?

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Flooring that is suitable for dancing  
(eg. wooden or sprung)

Good sound, lighting and audio visual capability

Stage

Change room facilities behind the stage

Storage under the stage

Other storage for community use

Good heating and cooling

Flexible space - larger room for big events and 
smaller rooms when needed

Private consultant room

Space for small businesses

Meeting rooms
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9. How important are the following kitchen items to you?

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Commercial or semi-commercial kitchen  
to suit functions and markets

Commercial dishwasher

Separate supper room

Inside servery

Outside servery

Larger kitchen

10. How important are the following environmental considerations to you?

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Environmentally sustainable building materials

Passive solar design to improve heating  
and cooling

Change the orientation of the building to  
take advantage of passive design

11. How important are the following social considerations to you?

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Multi-generational use

Capacity to support a neighbourhood house

Capacity to support a small business  
or social enterprise

A place for community gatherings of all sorts

12. How important are the following activities for the hall?

Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

A place for community gatherings of all sorts

Market

Professional theatre performances

Amateur theatre performances

Clubs (eg. dance and fitness)

Functions (eg. weddings and parties)
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Questions
Not at all 
important

Somewhat 
Important

Important
Very 
Important

Extremely 
Important

Neighbourhood or community house

Hire and repair bike space

Artist space

Makers’ space*

School use

Playgroup

Conference facilities for business use

Consulting rooms

Cinema

* Note: A maker’s space is a collaborative space where people come together to make, learn, explore or share. It typically 
includes shared access to specialised tools, machines or materials and they are often used as business or social enterprise 
incubators or for education and arts. 

13.  What activities do you think are most important for the new hall to be able to accommodate? Please 
number from 1 to 5 with 1 being your top priority. (Rank each option)

Place for community gatherings of all sorts Artist space

Market Makers’ space*

Professional theatre performances School use

Amateur theatre performances Conference facilities for business use

Clubs (eg. dance, fitness) Playgroup

Functions (eg. weddings, parties) Consulting rooms

Neighbourhood or community house Cinema

Hire and repair bike space

* Note: A maker’s space is a collaborative space where people come together to make, learn, explore or share. It typically 
includes shared access to specialised tools, machines or materials and they are often used as business or social enterprise 
incubators or for education and arts. 
 
14. Are there any other activities that we should try to accommodate at the hall? 

15. Are there any other activities that we should try to accommodate elsewhere in Tallarook?
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REBUILDING TIMELINES

There are two options for rebuilding. 

1)  The insurers will provide a like for like replacement based on the size of the old hall.  
 
There will be some opportunities for the community to have some input to the final designs, but the 
insurers will have the final say.  
 
They will project manage the build from start to finish and will be responsible for all costs 
associated with a like for like replacement. 

2)  Council can accept a cash payout from the insurers based on cost estimates for a like for like 
rebuild.  
 
This would provide more flexibility with the design and materials but the project would be limited to 
the cash payout amount unless other funding sources are secured.

16.  We would all like the hall to be rebuilt as quickly as possible, but we are also keen to make sure the 
designs will suit the needs of the community into the future. Would you be prepared to take a little longer to 
get the designs right and to enable other funding options to be explored? (Choose one option)

 No, we need a hall back sooner rather than later

 Yes, provided it doesn’t add too much extra time

 Yes, it’s important to get the designs right and to build a bigger, better hall 

THE REBUILDING WORKING GROUP

At the moment, we’re holding informal rebuilding meetings where we are providing updates and 
seeking input. As we get closer to making critical decisions about the rebuild and designs, it is likely 
that we will need to formalise this decision-making process. We’d like to know how you would like that 
to occur.

17. How would you like the rebuilding working group to operate? (Choose one option)

 I am happy for the Hall Committee of Management to represent my views

 I would be interested in being more involved in the rebuilding working group 

 I prefer to just provide feedback at key points 

18. Are there other ways you would like to provide input?
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KEEPING YOU INVOLVED AND INFORMED

We want to know the best ways to keep in touch with you about the rebuild.

19. Have you found it easy to keep up to date with the rebuild? (Choose all that apply)

 No  Somewhat

 Not really  Yes
 

20. What are the best ways to let you know about updates on this project (Choose all that apply)

 Facebook - Tallarook Community Noticeboard  School newsletter

 Facebook - Council page  www.tallarook.org.au website

 Tallarook General Store poster  Council website

 Community noticeboard at the hall  Email

 Other (please list)

 
OTHER COMMENTS

21.  Are there any other particular wishes or concerns you have about the rebuild that you would like 
considered at this early stage of planning?

 

22. Is there anything else you would like to share? 
 

SIGN UP FOR UPDATES

Sign Me Up Working Group

 Yes, please  Yes, I’d like to be more involved  
     in the working group No, thanks

 I’ve already signed up

Name 

Email

Privacy Statement
The collection and handling of personal information is conducted in accordance with Council’s Privacy Policy. The policy is 
on Council’s website www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au and available for inspection at, or collection from, Council’s Customer and 
Library Service Centres. Please refer to the Privacy Policy for further information about your rights and Council’s obligations.

Page 7.



Step 1.

Fold the survey on the dotted 
lines so the envelope panel is  
at the front.

Step 2.

Place sticky tape to seal each 
side.

Step 3

Mail your survey. No postage 
stamp is required.

Or drop it into the  
General Store.

Step 1.

Fold the survey on the dotted 
lines so the envelope is at the 
front.

Step 2.

Place sticky tape to seal each 
side.

Step 3

Mail your survey. No postage 
stamp is required.

 – Wallan Town Heart

Heading and Description.Sign me up for updates.

 Yes, please sign me up for the Wallan Town Heart newsletter

Name 

Email

Privacy Statement
The collection and handling of personal information is conducted in accordance with Council’s Privacy Policy which is displayed on Council’s website 
www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au and available for inspection at, or collection from, Council’s customer service centre/s. Please refer to the Privacy Policy 
for further information about your rights and Council’s obligations.
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NEXT STEPS

We’ll now collate the responses and present them at the next rebuilding 
meeting on Tuesday 14 August (6pm at the Recreation Reserve). We’ll then 
prepare a brief for an architect to develop some preliminary concept 
sketches. We’ll present these back to the community for more input and 
then finalise the sketches to enable more detailed design work to begin.
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